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MAR 3/ /924

Washington, D. C.

Register o~ Copyrights
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I herewith respeot~ully request the return of the following
named motion pioture ~11m8 deposited by me for registration of
Oopyright in ~he name of Fa ous Players Lasky Corporation

The Fighti~ Coward - seven reels

Respeot~ully,

FULTON BRYLA.1rSKI

The ,. ous Players Lasky l,;orporatlon
hereb, aoknowledges the reoeipt o~ two oopies eaoh o~ ~he
aotion pioture ~ilms deposited and registered in the Copyright
Offioe as follows:

Ti~le Date of Deposit Registration

The return o~ the aboYe ooples was requested b~ the sai4
Co pan1, b1 i ts agent and attorne1 on the 31st da10f

c • 1924 nd tbe said Fulton Brylawski ~or himsel~, and as
the dUly autbor1 d gent and attorney o~ the said Compan"
bereby aoknowle4ge tbe de11yer7 to hi. of said Oopie., and
the reoeipt tb reof.

3-31-24 CelL 20039The Flghtlng Uoward
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©CIL 20039~

~HE PIGH'JI~ CO UD I /
. / I

Photoplay in seven reels ~

/ ,t
From the Play MAGNOLIA"

by Booth Tark~ngton ~ ,

Directed by James Cruze '

Author of the photoplay (under s~tion 62)
Famous Players Lasky Corporation of U.S. I
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"Magnolia"

Advertisements Page 2-Preu Material Page 3

-

Played by All-Star Cast Headed by
Ernest Torrence and Mary Astor

Y OP IS I BRIEF
Tom Rumford i outhern-born but i brought up by Quaker

relative in Philadelphia.
At the age of twenty-on he r turn. to hi folk ' man ion on th

M:i i ippi (th tim i about 1850) and be ome engaged to hi
pretty cou in, Elvira.

R I as d from jail wher h ha b en rving a enteDce for duel­
ling, ajor Patter 'on, alti,o inter ted in Elvi a and finding Tom in
hi way, promptly challenge him to a gun fight. Tom, not under­
standing the outh rn duelling cqde, r fu ., Hi family, agha t,
practically driv him from home. Elvira' younger si ter, Lucy, is the
only ympathetic one.

In a M:i 's ippi hor -front gambling hou Tom meet the noto­
rious card hark and gun-fighter, a n. Orlando Jack on. Jackson
is intcr t d in the boy, atid, under th· form r '. teach in , Tom de­
velope into the most famous and dangerous shootin~ man along
the Mi i ippi. II is known as" unnel" Blak .

When ,Tom r turn to his folks' mansion s veral years later,
th('y •ee him a.. " 'uuDel" Blak and are . cared to d ath of him.
H make m.onk ys out of v r body who once call d him a oward.
Only to Lu y do h conf -ho he is and that h ha. n v r kill d
anybody, havin on hi. name a a kill r on bluff' and noi. e alone.

h tell him h lov him.

A FTER "The Covered Wagon," "Hollywood," "Ruggle of
Red Gap," and "To the Ladie , ~ Jim Cruze i olid gold at

any bo -office in the land.
What Cruze i to the picture bu ine s, Booth Tarkington i

to the writing game--univer ally knowD a a producer of grade
AA entertainment.

"The Fighting oward" i Cruze and Tarkington in combina­
tion. It's Tarkington' late t and greatest stage play which wad
oue of 1he out tanding hits on Broadway last ea on.

CAST
Gen. Orlando Jackson Ernest Tf>rrence
Lucy , ' " Mary Astor
Blackie ": Noah Beery
Tom Rumford Cullen La.ndis
Blvira. Phyllis Haver
Major Patterson 0. Raymond Nye
loe Patterson Ricbard Neal
Mexico (Octaroon) Oarmen Phillips

..Gt~Il...JbuDtom . . .. " :BrwriorillQlilm"'"
lin. Rumford Helen Dunbar
Rumbo Frank Jonaaaon

IPlease Notice I
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ERNEST lORRENCE /
. MARY ASTOR.

NOAH BEERY
PHYLLIS HAVER
CULLEN LANDIS
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ington Tale, "''is .Another
"C dW "C'es overe agon ruze

COWARD"
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greate t picture

Cruze always means Big M0

Book every Cruze picture you can

is the FIFTH

And the e coming 800

4'HOLLYWOOD"
I

30 film tar, 60 celebritie

'RUGGLE OF RED G P"
The We tern comedy scream

in a Row!

"TO THE L DIE "
The com dy ide of bu me

"MERTO OF THE MOVIE "
Glenn Hu~ter tarring in hi
tag ucce

"THE E EMY SE "
Betty Comp on playing with

J

HTHE

JAMES CRUZE SU

Have you played the other b
Cruze box-office knoc

"THE FIGHTING CO

...

Four·column Newspaper Advertisement 4A.

liThe Fightin

Y ES, suh, he was
nothin' but a

mis'able, flinchin' cow-
rd u :.b.c: he be "

comes a regular treat­
em-rough, eat-'em-alive
wild man-well, suh,
you'll just laugh yo'seli
into hy terics, that's
all!

The best Cruze com­
edy yet!

Greatest Romantic COIDf~1

Biographies

Phylli Haver- Born in Dougla ,
Kan. Was .once aek Sennett's
niftie t bathing beauty. Had her
1I.r t fling at the drama in "The
Chri tian" and played in "Wild
Bill Hickok. /I

Ernest Torrence-Born in Edin­
burgh, cotland. B gan hi pro­
fe ional career in 1901. Played
in mu ical comedy and light
op ra for ten year. Fir t ap­
peared in pictures in thi coun­
try in "Tol 'able David." Made
the hit of his creen career in
"The overed agon." Al "0

app arecl in " Rug~l. of R d
.ap" and "We t of the Water

"

Advertise and explolt- these are
the watchwords of the hour In the
Jleture bu Iness. Ther Isn't a pic­
ture m d today that won't r turn
..reater profits If you give it an ad-

ertliln run for the money that's in
It Let tbls pr sa sheet be your guide
to the Big Money. In these pages you

III llnd adS, publicity stories, facts,
anll loltatlon hints calore. ,

The or'iginal name of the story
ww "Magnolia," which suggests a
possible tie.up with the Magnolia
condensed milk people, one of the
largest concerns in the busine ,
and with grocers handling con·
densed milk.

It you are located In a 1ississlppl
River town the stiUs tram "The
Fighting Coward" showing the old
steamers, docks, etc. of 75 years back
will be an attractlv display In store
windows.

The plot ot the picture concerns a
weakling. who develops into a holy
terror. That sugg ts exploitation
stunts with yellow. One Idea with
yellow Is worked out In the cover ot
the herald. A picture of the hero
(Cullen Landis) Is shown, and under
him runs a yel,low streak. In the
streak Is lettered, "Watch me blot
out this yellow streak." and the
words "The Fighting Coward" are
signed to It In script.

It you could get permission to paint
yellow streaks In places about town
and then Tun an ad or get up &throw­
&way with this message. "Watch me
blot out the yelIow streak In this
town. The Fighting Coward". It would
be a good stunt. But get us right:
We are.,not advocating smearing ugly
)'ello palQt ouq4 wher It Isn't

& bl bad with every-

T rklngton. ~o Is I~rn st 'forren
th only comic "h avy" xtant. Th
a ting nd th. tit! s all turn toward
comedy In this picture.

T 11 th m that this picture was
mad by th producer ot "The Cov­
ered Wagon" (which 11(1 famous for
Its com dy. among oth r things).
"Ruggl s of Red Gap" (in which
Torrence was again th comic lead).
"Hollywood," and "To th Ladles,"
Tell them It was written by the au­
thor of "Clarence."

Southern stuff is appropriate for
prologues to this picture. Darkie.'
playing banjos and singing a med·
ley of Southern songs in a cotton
field setting is a suggestion.

How about a tie-up with the
Coward shoe people?

T ug Ion: "I wlll be In
.......... nut. . . . .. to do a little
high claas shooting 'The Fighting

Southern dialect Is used in prac­
tlcaBy all the titles throughout the
picture. You might frame your ad
copy along those lines.

Remember that this picture is as
accurate a portrayal of the Southern
side of American life In 1850 as "The
Covered Wagon" Is of the Western
side In the same period. James Cruze
made 'em both.

Coward.' "

Have a man paint his face yellow,
or wear yellow clothes or both and
walll around town with this algn, "u
you think I'm yellow, see me at the
............. Theatre, The Fight­
ing Coward."

,
n from the Great aVId, a1. 0 plays on the cr n.

Dismal Swamps of Florida. 'The Mary A tor-Born l'n Qum'cy, Ill.Fighting Coward,' "
"I used to b yellow but now I see lIet· first picture work was "The

red. 'The Fighting Coward.' " B ~ ar .\laid." Her latest sue-
----J C Nsful produetions inc Iud e

"Woodrow Wi180n aid, 'There is Bright hawl," "The Marriage
such a thing (J$ being too proud to lak r," and "Beau Brumm 1."
fight.' I say, 'There is such a thing h B B' K
as being too clever to fight.' 'The o~ erry - o~n m an a
Fightin& Coward.'''. Ity, 10. Beery lone of the

-....... .. .." u a as '1 pr~d~tio~ foremo t heavy aetor on the
,A)ok by Jam s Cruze in filming featuring creen today. For Paramount
test production for l>aramount, tor oah w seen in "To the La t Man"
Fighting Cowaljd." Cuilen La "Th all of the Canyon" "The
producer. who carried a larg plctur a IIeritag of th De rt.,"

ny of players and technlclanR vanished c
hez on the Mississippi riv r, atchez ullen Landi -B' h 'n

Mark Twain'S book was held entirely d . ornm a VI e,
highest resp ct by old-timers of 1 48 w Tenn. Got lIttle encoura ement
y It Is true portrait of th . Fighting C in hi ambitions to become a

f 1 50 according to the tradl- new paper reporter. In the pic-
which cam to them throu h place. ture aame ha appear d in "The
,ar nts. In film! 9 •

Famou Ir . Fair, "'The Fog,"
"Ma ter of Men" and OUl.er .



agon," "Hollyw od," "Ruggl of
Ladie ," Jim Cruz i olid gold at

Ernest Torrence and Mary Astor
TER "Th 0 r d
Red Gap," and "To th

any ho -ottic in th land.
What Cruz i to the pi tur bu ine , Booth Tarkington i

to the writing gam univ r ally known a a producer of grade
AA ent rtainmcnt.

"The Fighting oward" i ruze and Tarkington in combina-
tion. It's Tarkington' late t and greate t stage play which wa..
one of the out t~nding h\!!. on Broadway last ea on.

SYNOPSIS IN BRIEF
Tom Rumford is outhem-born but is brought up by Quaker

relatives in Philadelphia.
At the age of twenty-one he return to his folk ' man ion on th.e

fi i sippi (the time is about 1850) and becomes engaged to hIS
pretty cou in, Elvira. .

Relea ed from jail where he ha bee~ erv~ll;g a enten~e for du~l­

ling, Major Patterson, al 0 intere ted 10 Elvl a and findmg Tom m
hi way, promptly challeng~ him to a gun fight.. Tom, .not ,under­
standing the Southern duelling cqde, refuse. Hi famIly, aghast,
practically drive him from home. Elvira' younger iter, Luc)', i the
only sympathetic one. .

In a Misiiissippi shore-front gamblmg house Tom meet the noto­
rious card shark and gun-fighter, Gen. Orlando Jack on. Jack on
is intere ted 'in the boy, aild, under the former' t aching, Tom de­
velopes into the mo t famous and dangerous shooting man along
the Mi sissippi. He i known as" unnel" Blake.

When .Tom returns to his folks' mansion everal years later,
they see him a "Cunnel" -Blake and are cared to death of him.
He make monkey out of verybody who once call d him a coward. ­
Only to Lucy doe he confe who he j. and that he ha ne~er killed
anybody, having won hi n8:me a a killer on bluff and nOl e alone.

She tells him he love hIm.

LE DI G PLAYER
an you imagine Erne. t To:r ~ce a ."qe~er~l Orlan~o Jack on,"

big, roaring, cowling, hard-drmk?-"g l~ l' Ippl ~ambhng mall; who
eould care an ordinary mortal mto hI grave JU t by h()OtlDg a
glance at him from under tho. e haggy eyebrow. ,

It' the ame kind of a rol he had in "Th over d Wag n,"
and Torrence duplicate that uccess.

Mary Astor, last een with John Barrymor in "Beau Brummel,"
is "Lucy." I:=:=I

ra -
teri ic part a8 "Blackie," 1 ippi rou tabout and fighting man.

ullen Landi , one of the rno t popular of the younger leading
men in pictures and a hand ome manly young outherner of the
black-eyes-and-curly-hair type that the ladies love, plays the hero.

Phylli Haver, former dack ennett b auty, is th fickle
"Elvira. "

IDGHLIGHTS
n w name will hav to be invented for th kind of picture

Jam uze ha mad in "Th FightinO' oward."
It i a terrific drama.:-th drama of a pretty boy being turned by

eom into a man-eater! But it is drama blown across by gale aft r-
goale of laught 1', ab olut ly uncontrollabl delight at eing milk.
curdled to blood r

Thi. picture kid th whol tradition of ri king your life for a
ha ty word. \

Th re are 0 many w 11- alculst d in ult· and gun pulled that
.rou fe 1 ure yon won't b able to draw four mol' breath before
som body pas e out!

An~ pa out they do, with the audi nce' motom tel' showing
even higher temp ratur .

I< The Fighting oward" not only open a great new vein of
orama an~ comed~ drenched with a new kind of n rVQu excitement
and urprl e, but It ab olutely convince you that ruze and all th
ca t had a wonderful time making it!

If tlfter eeing it, any exhibitor can place his hand on his heart
and hone tly wear that he did not enjoy it like beef- teak after a
day' fa t, why, we will buy him the mo t expensive derby on Fifth
Av Due.

"The Fighting oward" will create it own audience every-
wher after one. howing. .

Get 'em in once and Human Nature will do the re t I

CAST
Gen. Orlando J ackBon Ernest Terrence
Lucy Mary Astor
Blackie NoBob Beery
Tom Rumford Cullen La.ndis
Blvira Phyllia Haver
Major Patterson G. Raymond Nye
loe Patterson JUcbard Neal

o PbiWlIe1ioo (Octaroon) armm.. ~

~~l~~~~.~·~t:~~~~-lin. Rumford " Helen Dunbar
Rumbo : Frank J onasson

Featured Player - Erne t Tor­
ary A tor, oah B ery,

PhyIli Haver, Cullen Landi .

Origin of StorY-From Tarking­
ton 'K ucee. inl tage comedy,
" .. lagnolia," which tarred L 0

arillo and played on Broad­
way in 1923.

Type of Picture-Romantic com­
edy vtih melodramatic trim­
Q.lin s. Locale is the' outh of
1 50.

tory in Brief-A young outh-
rn l' love a flirt. H i driven

from home becau e he won't
fight a du 1. Trained by a no­
toriou' gun-fighter, h become
notoriou. a a "bad man, "
though hi rep i founded olely
on bluff.• R turning hom , he
g t ev n with hi enemies and
marries th~ flirt's younger i­
tel'.

Scenario riter-Walter Wood.

Cameraman-Karl Brown, who
photographed "The Covered
Wagon" and the other Cruze
mca 8e8.

Title--I< The Fighting Coward."

Producer - Jame Cruze, who
made "The Covered Wagon,"
"Hollywood, ' "Ruggl . of R d
Gap, " "To the Ladies. "

IPlease Notice

WITH •

ERNEST lORRENCf I

MARY ASTOR.
NOAH BEERY

.PHYLLIS HAVER
.CULLEN LANDIS

a~J'

Screened!

celebrities



curio ity-aHere's

James Cruze's "The

ag r at your

arousing, money-getting
idea I The streak's yello
and eye-compelling.

Inside pages contain
strong scenes and talk of
the seat-selling kind.

Back page is left blank
for theatre name, date,
etc.

This Hera

Three-eolumn

G E TLE as a kitten - then
uddenly tran formed into a

roaring lion, who e growl made
brave men quiver and ladie grow

. fond. That's the lovable, laugh­
able hero in the funniest comedy
ever.

Adolpt> lullo' .."cr
Jesse L lisloy pteMllI

" I - CI

'1~e tiPFmgl1, ~..

OTE TO EXmBITORS: Your Paramount Exchang
Also cuts of one, two and two-column supp

ADS AND AIDS THAT P

Phyllis Ha.ver a.nd Cullen Landis in a. scene from the
Para.mount Picwre 'The Ficzhtin~ Cowud ' AJames Cruze Production

\ Two-column Production Mat 2P

~2u.llDr-Jes5CLLasq
pns.~ "

JAMES CRUZE
P".OD~

WIRE OR RITE-GIVING EXACT PLAY DATES.

Trailers Build B~iness!

a DeLuxe Trailer consisting of beautiful art titles and 200 feet
of scenes. This is in every respect a quality article worthy of
the production it advertises. DeLuxe Trailers cost $15.00
during the first sixty days after release date and $10.00 after
the first sixty days. A refund of $2.50 is allowed if returned
within three weeks of shipment.

You can secure a regular trailer service from National
Screen ervice on all productions at the cost of $25.00 monthly.

The following Paramount exchanges have these trailers in
stock: Salt Lake City, Denver, Seattle, Portland, Oregon;
Atlanta, ew Orleans, Charlo~e, Dallas, Oklahoma City, Min­
neapolis, Des Moines, Omaha, and Sioux Falls.

Ask the booker at any of these exchanges.

Or order direct from ational creen Service, Inc.

You can get an exc llent ervice
Trailer on "The Fighting Coward"

National Screen Service, Inc., with offices at 126 West
46th treet, ew York; 845 South Wabash venue, Chicago;
917 So. Olive treet, Los Angeles, Cal.; and 284 Turk Street,
San Fmncisco, furni hes good trailers on all Paramount pic­
tures.

On all releases National Screen Service has a Service
Trailer con isting of main title and 75 feet of carefully selected
scene. Thi costs $5.00, and $1.50 refund is allowed if you
return the tr~ler ithin 0 eeI(s of ship t.



RIALTO

One-column Pre s Ad 1A

Adolph ZullDr ~ Jeue L. Las~
pr"o..s •

JAMES CRUZE
PI\,ODUOTION

From the play "Magnolia" by
Booth Tarkington-Scrun play

written by 11/alter IYoodl

I T'S a Cruze "-
comedy I The _ .....~ .

biggest laughing
hit Cruze ever
made! - and he
gave you "To
the Lad i e 5,"
"Ruggle ," "Hol­
lywood" and
other big laugh­
maker t

.In ordering mats and

electros be sure to mention

numbers under each cut.

CH

Ma.ry Astor
in the Par.unount Picture
f The flg'hting> Coward •
Production Mat lPB

d or Program Paragraphs

The hilariou adventure of a likeable young coward ~ho de­
veloped courage, and b came the elf- tyled "great unchained alli­
gator of the di mal Florida swamps."

Don't mi Cruze's reaming version of Tarkington' famou
play, "Magnolia."

Here' a COMEDY lOne that hon tly de rv to be pelled
in capital lette lOne that \ ill make you lau h as you've never
laugh d before I M sur~ you e ii!

Better,be in a ringside eat when "The Fighting Coward" find
hi nerve. And mak~ frazzled pulp out of the mo t notoriou gun~

fighter on the' ippi hore.

From poem and butterflie to pi tol and blood. From a lov­
able, peaceable lover to a raging, laughable man-eater. ou'll never
stop laughing at the ide-splitting adventure of "The Fighting
Coward."

frnest Torrence
in the Para-mount Picture
, The Fightin~ Cowa.rd '

Production Mat lPA
(Five Cenu Each)

Production scenes make ads
too. 4~ copy' and border.

oney!.

WITH

ERNEST TORRENCE
MARY ASTOR
NOAH BEER.Y
PHYLLIS HAVER

\ CULLEN LANDIS
'1

LA JAM ES

CRUZE

then
oto a
made

ount Exchange mats of all the ads illustrated in this Press Book.
o-column supp mentaryads. See Price List on Page 4.

e's "The Fighting Coward"

T P CK A WINNING PU



,

his Hera

Ask the ad sales man­
ager at your exchange to

show you a sample.

Only $3.00 per thou­

s~ndl

G E TLE as a kitten - then
suddenly tran formed into a

roaring lion, whose growl made
brave men quiver and ladie grow
fond. That's the lovable, laugh­
able hero in the funniest comedy
ever.

Here's a curiosity­

arousing, money-getting
idea I The streak's yellow
and eye-compelling.

Inside pages contain

strong scenes and talk of

the seat-selling kind.

Back page is left blank
for theatre name, dates,

etc.

trnest Torrence, Cullen Lc.nd~
PaN.mount Picture .The .Fig'htin

Three-columl

Mtlh1.ukDr-JcsscLLasV
pns.~ ,.

JAMES CRUZE
Pl\dD~

ErnestTonmce
MaJY Astor
Ndah Beery

A e pert accountant couldn't begin to figure
the laugh in thi clever comedy of the old-

time outh. nd it j.l1 t a refre hingly new as it
riotously funny.

A D-it a Jame Cruze productionl

You can get an excellent ervi e
Trailer on "The Fighting Coward"

WIRE OR WRITE-GIVING EXACT PLAY DATES.

Phyllis Haver and Cullen Landis in a. scene from ~e
Paramount Picwre 'The Fighting. Cowud ' AJa.mes Cruze Production

\ Two-column Production Mat 2P

rVI e n al rodu ti n a th 0 t f 25.00 monthly.

Th following Paramount e changes have the e trailers in
stocK: Salt Lak ity, Denver, Seattle, Portland, Oregon;
Atlanta, e'; Orleans, Charlotte, Dallas, bklahoma City, Min-
neapoli , Des Moines, Omaha, and Sioux Fall . .

A k the booker at any of the e exchanges.
Or order direct from ational creen ervice, Inc.



One-column Pre , Ad 1A

comed I h
bigge t laughing
hit Cruze ever
made I - and he
g ve you "To
the L. die ,"
"Ruggle ," "Hol­
lywood" • n d
other big laugh·
makers!

From tilt play "Magllolia" b,
Bootll Tariillgtoll-ScrUII play

writ/en by IValttr IVoods

.In ordering mats and

electros be sure to mention

numbers under each cut.

Muy Astor
in the Pa.ramount Picture
•The Rgohting' Coward •
Production Mat lPB

C OMEand ee
change his yf

Howi while he g
gerous-as-dynami
where the big h
second ruze-dir

Branded the biggest coward in the South, turned away by hi
proud Southern weetheart in humiliation and disgrace - artd he
came back: the wildest eat-'em-alive fighting man ever known!

That' when you'll laugh the loudest at thi speedy, ~lways
funny comedy-romance.

Here's a COMEDY lOne that honestly deserves to be spelled
in capital letters! One that will make you laugh as you've never
laughed before! Make sur~ you ee it!

The hilarious advent~res of a likeable young coward ~ho de­
veloped courage, and became the self-styled "great unchained alli­
gator of the dismal Florida swamps."

Don't miss Cruze's screaming version of Tarkington's famous
play, "Magnolia."

\
From th~ play "~1flgn 0 lia , ... __....._" .•..

Written for th~ creen f,y Walter Woods

THEATRE NAME

Ad or Program Paragraphs

Ttvo-column Suppl mentary Pres, Ad 2AS

Better, be in a ringside seat when "The Fighting Coward" finds
his nerve. And makes frazzled pulp out of the most notorious gun­
fighter on the 'sippi shore.

From poems and butterflies to pistols and blood. From a lov­
able, peaceable lover to a raging, laughable man-eater. You'll never
stop laughing at the side-splitting adventures of "The Fighting
Coward."

Production scene make ads
too. 1d~ copy and border.

•
iJld Noah Beery in. a. scene from the
Coward' A James CrU7.e Production,
Production Mat 3P



'Covered
Director
Rehears

.
Believe8 Rehearsal81

Energy and De tr

Face to Face Witl
Gho ts of7{

James Cruze is t1
picture director who
a scene.

Acting upon the 1
hearsal uses up the
and destroys the e
sary to do convlncln
whq made "The Cov
Heves ill e

ia confident the p c
ed the situation, 1'£

go through it once for
timing the action. (
cameras start clickin
the players to actually
Bcene.

In directing such pll
Torrence. Mary AstorI
Phyllis Haver and Cull
are featured In his 10.
for Paramount, "The
ard," Cruze depend
knowledge of their art
seene as he described

"The Fighting Co a
tatton of the Booth Ta
play, "Magnolia."

,

0.1)VIew(R

Y;~;es C;uze,· P7ramount p;;;'
ductlon of "The Fighting Cow-
ard," shown at the .
Theatre on , he plays
the part of a southern gentle­
man.

But the "silent drama" has
no use for accent.

"The Fighting Coward" Is a
p!cturlzation of the stage play,
"Magnolfa," by Booth Tarking­
ton. It deals with the days of
the 010 South, when a great
part of the labor was carried
on by slaves.

Cullen Landis, a trUe son of
the Sunny South, possessed of
a perfect southern accent, has
found It equally useless on both
the stage and screen.

During the years he appeared
In stage prOductions, Landis
was never given a southern role
to play.

Today, featured with Ernest
Torrence, Mary Astor, Noah

Shuah Is Tough!

Noah Beery, "Bad Man,"
in His Wickedest Role

Peppy Reviews for

Tell Your Town About
With the Good Public

.I.D

Original Locale of the Booth Tarkington Story

Cruze Unit Journeyed from Hol~y­

wood to Natchez, Miss., for
"The Fighting Coward"

TRAVEL 4300 MILES FOR RIGHT
LOCATIONS FOR NEW PICTURE

'fer atility ccotunt
for Torrenc

James Cnue and his entire producing company of actors, actress­
es electricia.ns ca.rpenters, cameramen, extras, etc., traveled over­
la~d a distanc~ of 4,300 miles from Hollywood to Natchez, Miss., for
scenes for the new Paramount picture, "The Fighting Coward."

Within a short distance of the historic southern city, the man who
made "The Covered Wagon," "Hollywood.," "Ruggles of Red G&p,"
"To the Ladies" and other successes, found the exact locations called
for in the Booth Tarkington story, one of southern life before the
Civil War. Real old southern ma.nsions, steamboats, levees and plan­
tations serve as the background for the dramatic action.

atchez turned out to a man to
assist the director In making his new Watching Technicalities
production a faithful motion picture • p' Pd'
record of Ute in the South about In Icture ro uctlon
1850.

James Cruze has established a rep- By Walter WoocU
(Scenarist of the James Cruze Para­

utatlon for the notable casts of his mount production "The Flght'lng
productions, and the list of players, Coward," coming t~ the. . . . . . . . . . Noah Beery, motion picture, "bad
who appear In "The Fighting Cow- Theatre next. ) man," plays the wlckedest role in
ard", Is of the same brll1lant char- Scenarists who turn to the past for his entire screen career.
acter as the rosters of "The Covered their stories take their professional
Wagon" and the rest. reputatlon8 into grave danger. As "Blackle," he Is offiCially credit- The ghosts and reall

Ernest Torrence, Mary Astor, oah The most car ful and painstaking ;d thith the killing of eighteen men ~?aa;:rsafnoJ~~X::cf:uc:
Beery, Phyllis Haver and Cullen Lan- research 18 necessary for an historical n e latest James Cruze Paramount mount production "
dis are featured In the picture, which 8cenario. Otherwise inaccuracies 111 prOduction, "The Fighting Coward," Coward," entered a'sou
opens a !YS run at the. . . . .. creep In. opening at the Theatre In Missi Sippi and fou
Theatre next. . . . . .. Others include In "The Fighting Coward" we next . tants clothed and lIvin
C PhiIII B C ih t thought of making a certain scene on the ideals of pre-Civil

armen ,ruce ov g on, a dock. Inquiry revealed the fact The story, by Booth Tarkington
Helen Dunbar and Frank Jonasson. that landing stages are rarely used takes place In 1848, when the duel~ During filming"of sc

Landis has the role of Tom Rum- on the MI8Slssippi River and In the Ing code was still active In the United Fighting Coward on
ford, southern born but northern time the picture take8 place were Im- State8 and when it was possible for the Ussissippl river,
bred, who returns to his home In the pos81ble Owing to the erratic nature men to commit murder under the the m~,n who made
South and becomes engaged to his of the river waters. guise of a duel. Wagon and his com

invitations to spend tcousin. He encounters the terrible . Another place in the 8cenario we Beery has appeared in many heavy a mansion, which stood
duelling code which prevails, and of wished to halt the action by having role , but this one Is avowedly the of operations
which he 18 Ignorant. He Is chal- ~ group of .people hear a sound which "heaviest" of all. Upon arriv~l, they m
lenged to a duel by 0. rival for the mdlcated the arrival of a river Ernest Torrence also has a more 18hing dlSCOVtry that, steamer. Naturally, the fir8t thought
girl s hand, and refuse because he was to have the steamboat whistle or less villainQUS role In this pro- ern had ever en pe
firmly b Heves that thl Is ju t a po- blo. Further inquiry brought to ductlon. with the I' suIt that tb
Ute form of murder. He is driven light the fact that boats did no adopt Other featured pI yers are IU of InfOI'I
from hie home ,MId de erted ven by whist! s until th middle fifties, near- Astor, Ph llis Haver awl Cullen Ut" fII. . r
his swe hea I' tbe lion In " he 11 . clothing of the ftltle

The story of bill Anal triumph ••d FI_bUng Co ard" talt • plac . Prior Ings, the rvlce, pi
t All of • D 10 form one to th g n ral u of whi 1 s, slg- every detail of th
of D t, Dot to y tr ng t. nais w I' gil' n by a large stationary thr quarters of a ce
climax s v r fUm d. bell with a h avy clapper. of the members of

Throughout the entire work of pre- company who ere In
paring th enario for the produc- Qrl.t Notors-.... Into their surrounding
tlon we were constantly on the alert '/ 1&1_ information secured
for p08slble mi tak 8 In historical Ohmntl lUau evening'S entertainment
color.' e tlmable value In ma

The work of the Paramount re- tall of "The Fightln
8earch department was clo ely scru- Al!o kn~wn IJ8 solutely correct.
t1nlzed by well Informed residents of Among the featured
the Mississippi River district when "The Fighting Coward" picture, which opens
the picture company arrived on loca-
tion. ot a singl inaccuracy was T . . . . . . at th .
discovered. easer Sugge6tion who thus came face to

The featured players In "The G t Thi, Up 81 Thou.L it Were ~tday, Nar h Ern st To
Fighting Coward" are Ernest Tor- C &'& or, oa Beery, P

olonel Blake', Penonal Card and Cullen La dlrene. Mary Astor, Phyllis Haver and n •.
Cullen Landis.

Booth Tarkington Is the author of
the stage play, "Magnolia," from
which the pictur was adapted.

"Versatility" is a much - abu ed
word, but an actor who can ris to
II I' n fame and opularlty by graph­
Ically portraying characters ranging
from deep-dyed villains to virile and
heroic he-men and inimitable come­
dians is versatile.

uch Is Ernest Torrence, the"Jack­
son" of "The Cover d Wagon," COU8­
in Egb rt of "Ruggles of Red Gap,"
and now "Gen. Orlando Jackson" in
"The Fighting Coward," which op ns
n xt at the Th atre.

Oddly nough, Torr nee. ho first
aln d fam on the SCI' n In power­

ful but vfllainous cheract rs, was a
com dian of int rnatlonal not on
th sta . In I' al 1If ,h is known
to hi intimat a a th mo t g nl I
and kindly of m n. Conjur In your
imagination a man ort

Claim Producer Has Done for the South and the Mississippi
What He Did for the W~st and Oregon Trail in

'---~~......_~.......o..;;,.................._ ......_ ~,,..,~ n -1 W "
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LEATHERNECK BLACKIE
Natchez Hard Boiled Egg.

Weapons: Colt 45s.
Distance: 15 yards.
Rules: None.
Object: Shoot to kill.

At the
. Theatre.

THE FIGHTING COWARD
(The Notorious Cunnel Blake)

Catchlines
You could find use for the

follOWing as either ad or pro­
gram para~aphs.

"I'm the wildest orang-outang
In the twentY-four United

States."
"I'm the unchained alligator

of the great dismal Florida
swamps,"

"The pine WOOds wither when
I snort."

"I' th ./m e notorious C nel
Blake,

"THE FIGHTING

and
old

..
Magnificent Southern

Mansion in New Picture

wrote tile ecenarlos for all the recent
Cruze successes.

ven more

Past-Masters in English,
But Short on Information

Even His Own Mother
Wouldn't Recognize Him

Barred from a hotel because they
thought he was a negro, Frank Jon­
nasson. character actor, believes he
has achieved a perfect make-up.

Playing a role in James Cruze'l:!
latest production for Paramount.
"The Fighting Coward," Jonasson
endured a series of insults and em­
barrassments during the time his
company was working on location In
Mississippi. Once,. when he was ob­
served leaving his bedroom with nls
make-up box, he was arrested tor
stealing, the alarm being raised by
a maId. Another time, when he en­
tered the hotel elevator with white
guests, they left in a body and com­
plained to the hotel clerk on duty.
Several men threatened him with at­
tack when he sat down in a rocking
chair'in the public lounge.

O~ly after the newspapers In the
town had published a front-pag",
statement concerning Jonasson's
make-up 11.8 a negro was he able to
pas8 fr ely through the hotel.

Ernest Torrence, lary Astor and
Cullen Landi8 have the principal roles
ni "The Fghting Coward," at the
.........Theatre next .

Dueling Code Revived
Days When "Honor" Was Avenged by Death Brought

Home in "The Fighting Coward"

Dueling has been revived for' the Iopening at the '" Theatr~
benefit of motion picture audiences. next .

Since the days of the Civil War, The picture was made from the re-
the stringency of the lawB enacted cent stage success, "Magnolia." by
against the so-called "code of honor" Booth Tarkington. It deals with the
has prevented personal encounters Mississippi River country around
with deadly weapons as a recognized 1848 yorhen the dueling code was
custom most active. Men were called out

. and killed for the most trivial of-
Many men have been killed in com- fences against "honor."

bat, but the killings usually took Ernest Torrence. Mary Astor, Noah
place without the cold formalities, Beery. Phy1l1s Haver and Cullen Lan­
wbich made the old-time duel a glori- dill are featured In the principal role

.fo... or lD~rd.r. of the lit

~ Newspapers

"The Fighting Coward." the latest
James Cruze Paramount production,
was partiallY' filmed by a singular
colncMence In a mansion at Natchez,
Miss., which has born the name of
"Magnolia," the title of the Booth
Tarkington stsge success. from which
this picture was adapted, for more
than seventy years.

Among the many southern man-
Ions which were examined with a

view to use In "The Fighting Cow­
ard," the one finally selected was the
only one which has remained un­
changed by modern Improvements or
surroundings. Situated on a bluff
about two miles from Natchez and
over-looking the Mississippi river,
Isgnolla remains today one of the

fine t exampl s of southern architec-
ture befure the civil war. Mary Astor Literally

Several fine old mansions overlook- Trained to be a Star
Ing the river In Natchez or the vlcln- •
tty have been spoiled for motion pic- Mary Astor's dramatic training be-
ture purposes by modernization or by gan when she was a child. She won
modern surroundings. One fine house a scholarship after three years of
close to the river is sandwiched be- stUdy in the Chicago School of Dra­
tw en saw-mills and backed by rall- maUc Education.
roads. Going to New York City, Mi61l As-

Only the b..ouse itself was used by tor's first screen work was In "The
James Cruze in producing "T h e B ggar Maid." Her latest successful

Press agents of seventy years ago Fighting Coward." The splendid gar- pictures have been with Richard
were masters of the dictionary but dens of" onmouth," anoth r south- helmess in "The III awl,"
singularly short of information, ac- ern man II> at atcb z, were use WJlliam de Mille' he Mar-
cordln, to James Cruz, whose lat t Jor 10m h out door n ~;":;"""r~ra"'g·~e·'lI!".:.M:-"aker." •

lii.intlilf~~~~:t01Il: ~'feI~"',lI'IIm • "T h th picture. "The Fighting Coward,' a James
Fighting Coward,' come to the The featured players in th pro- Cruze Paramount production which
.........•..• Theatre next ..... , ductton, which will be th feature at opens next ....•• P.t the •••..•...

In earch of Information concern- the .. , Theatre on. . • .. Theatre. marks Miss Astor's most re-
Ing the cabin interiors of river steam- ..... , are Ernest Torrence, Mary cent screen work. She haS' the role
boats in U8 on the Mississippi b fore Astor, oah Beery, Phyllis Haver and of a young southern girl who marries
the Civil War, Cruze instituted re- Cullen Landis. the hero of the story when her fUrta-

arch work which brought to light tious older sister, to whom he is en-
a numb r of advertisements and cir- gag d, wUl have nothing more to do
culars Isslled by transportation com- Difficultie Encountered with him because he will not flght a
panl s. Th printed matter was filled Filming "Fighting Coward" duel with a disappointed suitor.
with meaningless superlatives uch Cullen Landis plays this role of
.s "unspeakably grand," "floating Tom Rumford, born in the south but
palac s," "unb lJevably gorgeous," Unexpected difficulties were e n- reared In the north, and who conse-
"incr dibl magnlfl.cence," and many c untered by Jame Cruze In filming quenUy knows lItU or nothing about
other phrases of Ii e nature. the 'code of honor' in the South at

The most r liable Information was sc n s for "The Fighting Coward," this time.
secured from several faded photo- his latest production for Paramount, Others f atured with Miss A6'tor
graphs ot old river steamers mad when the company arrlv d at Nat- and Landis In this production are
sixty y ars ago by a photographer In ch z, MI., owing to the fact that th Ernest Torrence, Noah Beery and
Natchez. "father of wat rs' Is practically with- Phyllis Haver.

out docks or wharves. -------
Although the MI slssippl Is one of Mi sissippi Stern Wheeler

th world's great trade rterles, noth- Rebuilt for New Paramount
Ing in th way of landing structures
can b built except at N w Or an
and oth r very large c ntr s. Th
r on 11 II In th fact that th capri-
cious rlv ".changes its level and Its

Idth with gr at fr quency, swe pin
a ay or submergln landing struc­
tur .

t on
movabl

agon'
ever
Scene
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aLaadls, who
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Face to Face Witl

Ghosts of7(

The ghosts and reall
years ago came. fac
players In James Cruz .
mount production, ..
Coward," entered a sou
in Mississippi and fou
tants clothed and livln
the id ala of pre-Civil

During filming of (
Fighting Coward" on
the Mississippi river,
the man who made
Wagon" and his com
Invitations to spend t
a mansion, which stood
of operations.

Upon arrival, they In
Ishlng discov~ry that
ern had ever been pern
with the result that th
a e&IIW"y of iDIOT!!tl
Hte 1fl 1850, Thei'.
clothing of the flme
Ings, the service, pi
every detail of th
three quarters of a ce
of the members of
cOJIlpany who were In
into their surrounding
information secured
evening's entertainment
estimable value in mak
tall of "The Fighting
solutely correct.

Among the featured p
picture, wbich opens
, ..... at the .... " .
who thus came face to
terday, are Ernes( To
Astor, Noah Beery, P
and Cullen Landis.

,/

OJIJ.t Nntllrbl1tll
(ltunn.t( _lab

Abo known IU

"The Fighting Coward"

.(Review No.1)

oah Beery, "Bad Man,"

in His Wickedest Role

Teaser Sugge&tion

Get This Up as Though it Were
Colonel Blake's Personal Card

Peppy Reviews for

Noah Be ry, motion picture, "bad
man," plays the wlckedest role In
his entire screen career.

As "Blackle," he is ofllcially credit­
ed with the killing of eighteen men
in the latest James Cruze Paramount
production, "The Fighting Coward,"
opening at the Theatre
next .

The story, by Booth Tarkington,
takes place In 1848, when the duel­
ing code was still acUve in the United
States and when It was possible for
men to commit murder under the
guise of a duel.

Beery bas appeared in many heavy
roles, but this one Is avowedly the
"heaviest" of all. .

Ernest Torrence also has a more
or less villainous role In this pro­
duction.

Othe~ featured players are Mary
Astor, Phyllis Haver awl Cullen :oa
dis.

Versatility Accounts

for Torrence's Success

Civil Wa.r. ReaJ old southern ma.nsioDs, stea.mboats, leve and pla.n­
ta.tions rve as the background for the dra.ma.tio action.

atchez turn d out to a man to < •• •
a ist the dlr tor in making his new atching TechnlCaliues
production a faithful motion picture in Picture Production
record of lite In th outh about
1850.

James Cruze has established a I' p_ By Waltf.>r Woods
(Scenarillt of the James Cruze Para­

utatlon for th notabl casts of his mount production, "The Flgh1!ng
productions, and the list ot players, Coward," coming to the .
who appear In "Th Fighting Cow- Theatre next )
ard", Is of the ame brilliant char- cenari rt:s who turn to the past for
acter as the rosters of "The Covered their stories talte their professional
Wagon" and the r st. reputations into grave danger.

Ernest Torrence, Mary Astor, Noah The most car tul and painstaking
Beery, Phy1l1s Haver and Cullen LaJ;1- research is necessary for an historic I
dis are featur d In the picture, which scenario. Otherwise inaccuracies will
opens a days run at the. . . . .. creep In. "
Theatr next Others include In "The Fighting Coward we

e thought of making a certain scene on
Carmen Phillips, Bruce Covington, a dock. Inquiry revealed the fact
Helen Dunbar and Frank Jonasson. that landing stages are rarely used

Landis has the role of Tom Rum- on the MississippI River and In the
ford, southern born but northern time the picture takes place were Im­
bred, who returns to his home in the possible owing to the erratic nature
South and becomes engaged to his of the river waters.
cousin. He encounters the terrible . Another place in the scenario we
duelling code which prevails, and of wished to halt the action by having
which he Is Ignorant. He Is chal- a group of people hear a sound which
lenged to a duel by a rival for the Indicated the arrival of a river

, steamer. Naturally, the first thought
girl s han~, and refuses because he was to have the steamboat whistle
firmly beheves that this Is just a po- blow. Further Inquiry brought to
Ute form of murder. He is driven light the fact that boats did no adopt
from hill home ./Mld deserted even by whistles until the middle fifties, near­
hill swe thear I,. t t1 yean after the action In "The

The story of his final triumph and Fighting Coward" takes place. Prior
the finding of a new love forms one to the general use of whi!ltles, slg­
of the strongest, not to say strangest, nals were given by a large stationary
climaxes ever filmed. bell with a heavy clapper.

Throughout the entire work of pre­
paring the scenario for the produc­
tion we were constantly on the alert
for possible mistakes in historical
color. •

The work of the Paramount re­
search department was closely scru-'
tlnized by well Informed residents of
the Mississippi River district when
the picture company arrived on loca­
tion. Not a single inaccuracy was
discovered.

The featured players In "The
Fighting Coward" are Ernest Tor­
rence, Mary Astor, Phyllis Haver and
Cullen Landis.

Booth Tarkington Is the author of
the stage play, "Magnolia," from
wbicb the picture was ada],lted.

Mark Twain's famous story, "Lite Jam ertrze 1TI n Fa amou
on the lsalsslppl," as us d as '1 production, "The Fighting Coward,"
t t book by Jam s Cruze in filming featu g Ernest Torrence, Mary As­
his latest production for :Paramount, tor, oah B ery, Phyllis Haver and
"Th Fighting Coward." Cullen Landis, recr ates for motion

Tb produc r, who carri d a larg picture aud! nc s on ot America's
company of play rs and technlcian!\ vanished cities.
to atchez on the Missis Ippl river, atchez on the Mississippi today Is
found Mark Twain's book was held entlr Iy different from the atchez
In the highest re p ct by old-timers, of 1 48 when th atory told In "The

ho say It Is a true portrait of th Fighting Coward," which opens at the
days of 1 50 according to th tradl-·········· Th atre n xl. ..... takes
tlon , which cam to th m through place.
their parents. In filming the pictur , Cruze has

reproduc d atchez as It was about
"The Fighting Coward," which a seventy-five years ago, built on the

adapted to th "sCI' n by Walter bluff-and-cllff formation unique on
Woods from a I' cent stage play, the Mlssl88lppl.
·'Magnolla," by Booth Tarkington, ''The Fighting Coward" is an adap­
4eals with the daya betore the Civil tation of "Magnolia," the Booth
War In the outh, Tarkington stage succ ss which ran

Ern st Torrence, Mary Astor, No h on Broadway/ during 1923, It's a
B ry, Phyllis Hav rand ull n Lan- m 10dramaUo com dy ot ],lTe-War days

il are the featur d play rs. In the South.

•

"Versatility" Is a much - abused
word, but an actor who can rise to
screen fame and popularity by graph­
Ically portraying characters ranging
from deep-dyed villains to virile and
heroic he-men and Inimitable come­
dians Is versatile.

Such Is Ernest Torrence, the "Jack­
son" of "The Covered Wagon," Cous­
In Egbert of "Ruggles 01 Red Gap,"
and now "Gen. Orlando Jackson" In
"The Fighting Coward," which opens
next at the Theatre. Thousands in Worthless Cur-

r ga~~~I~a:~Uo~\::o:~~~~:, i:h:o~~~~ rency in ~w Cruze Prodl1ction

tul but villainous characters, was a Paper money worth hundreds of
comedian of international note on thousands eighty years ago but value-
the stage. In real Ufe, he is known lese today, is used in certain scenes Jame Cruze again!
to his Intimates as the most genial of the latest James Cruze Paramount V hat more need be aid when
and kindly of men. Conjure in your production, "The Fighting Cowar'd," one r call
imagination a man portraying sllch which will be the feature at the uch picture a "The
characters, who bas been and stlll Is Theatre next . . . . . . .. Covered agon,"" Hollywood. "

During the time the company was
a master musician and singer, a mu- on location on the Mississippi River, "Ruggle of Red Gap" and 'To
sical comedy and farce comedian of James Cruze was of'fered large Quan- the Ladi "
Broadway fame. tities of the paper money Issued by

Torrence is said to have his great- the Mississippi Railroad Co. prior to "Th Fi hting oward, "
est role since "The Covered Wagon" the Civil War. The notes are dated ze' newe t pl'oduction for Para-
in "The Fighting Coward." His "Gen. 1 39 and are signed by the president t h d't fi til h .

and cashier of the company. Each I moun a I. r oca owmg
, Jackson" Is that of a gambling, flght- t th dnote was payable, with five per cent a e. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ye ·tel' ay.
Ing man, who takes a fancy to a young
fellow, who has ambitions to be con- Interest, twelve monthll after issue. It' an adllptation by W' it r

This money was used In filming Wood of Booth Tarkington'
sldered a dangerous gup-fighter. gambling scenes In a atr.hez gamb-

The picture III an adaptation by ,ling hall as it e illted In 1 48. stage nc(' ," .. Ia no'" '
Walter Woods ot the stage play, Large numbers of onfe mg 923.

___,,~a~g~n~0~1~la~'~"1b~y~B~0;0~t~h~T~a~r~k~in~g~t?0~n~.~~~·~-~~~-.d ,,' h C d W " b t Ernest Torrenc, )[ary stor,ma e over agon u
ry w re rej cted owing to th fact that oah Be ry, Phylli Haver and

r, oa eery, Phyllis Haver and they were not printed until many u11 n Landi. are fatuI' d in th
Cullen Landlll, and oth rs Include years after the action In "The Flgllt- prin ipal 1'01 H.
Bruce Covington, G. Raymond ye, Ing Coward" takes place.
Richard Neal, Carmen Phillips, H len Ernest Torrence, Mary Astor, Noah The tory i· an ent L'tainin
Dunbar and Frank Jona son. Beery, Phyllls Haver and Cullen Lan- 'outhern love 'omedy-drama. and featuring Ern t

dis are featured In the picture. Cullen Landi play Tom Rum- Iary A tor,

Mark Twain Story ed One of Am rica' ani hed ford who r turn to hi hom after II v l' and ullen Lan
Text Book During Fl'lmin<F year •pent with a tep-uncle in shown for the fir:t tim

I:) Cl'h'e R reat d on Screell Philadelphia. H know nothing Th atre I
f the du lin oode pI' 'alent in a. stot'y of J

th southern ·tate and i ordered young fellow who hluff.
from the hou:e in di grace when ~lon<l' the .Ii . i. ippi, h
he refu e to fight a du I with mg to c0!1vmc folk
fajor Patt l' on for the girl he young t r 1 about.th

love. erou nn-fi<l'hter th
In atchez he m et Gen. 01'- And the. ,vhol thing

lando Jack on (Torrence), a fi ht- long thrIll. •.
ing, gambling man who take a. ruze hn ~ 'tabldl .d
fan y to th boy and build up for' .1£ a I' putatIon of rem
him the r putation of a dang rous dll' etor toda.y w~o can
gun-fighter. The notoriou 010- cr. n tory, m thl.
nel Blake he all him. tabon by Walter 1. 00(1

tage play," fagnolia,"
ven y ar find Tom once Tarkington," and g t 0

mol' back at hi folk ' plac. It every po sible lem nt 0
i his moment for revenge. Years " The overed Wagon "
a 0 thcy had brand d him a cow- w tern drama a p;od
ard, a mi rable houn' dog. ow ruz had om' of the fin
h , the mo t feared and respected dy touch of an thi
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LEATHERNECK BLACKIE
Natchez Hard Boll d Egg.

Weapons: Colt .5s.
Distance: 16 yards.
Rules: None.
Object: hoot to kill.

At the
......... " . " Theatre.
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THE FIGHTING COWARD
(Th Notorious Cunnel Blake)

Mary Astor Literally
Trained to be a Star_t__

Mary Astor's dramatic training be­
gan when she was a child. She won
a scholarship after. three years or
stUdy in the Chicago School' of Dra­
matic Education.

Going to New York City. Mis'S As­
tor's first screen work was In "The
Beggar Maid." Her latest successful
pictures have been with Rlchard
Bartl1elmess In "The Bl1ght Shawl,"

WUUam de Mille's UThe Mar­
riage Maker."

"The Fighting Coward~' a James
Cruze Paramount production which •
opens next . . . . .. at the ........•
Theatre, marks Miss Astor's most re­
cent screen work. She haS' the role
of a young southern girl who marries
the hero of the story when her tUrta­
tlous older sister. to whom he Is en­
gaged, w1l1 have nothing more to do
with him because he will not fight a
duel with a disappointed suitor.

Cullen Landis plays this role of
Tom Rumford, born In the south but
reared in the north, and who conse­
quently knows little or nothing about
the 'code Of honor' In the South at
this time.

Others featured with Miss A&tor
and Landis In this production are
Ernest Torrence, Noah Beery and
Phyll1s Haver.

--...:-_--
Mississippi Stern Wheeier

Rebuilt for New Paramount

"The WUd Wagoner," one of the
famous Mississippi River steamboats
which plied the southern waters
prior to the Civil War I . recreated In
James Cruze's newest Paramount
production. "The Fighting Coward,"
coming to the .. . . . . . . . . .. Theatre
next and featuring Ernest
Torrence, Mary Astor, Noah Beery,
Phyll1s Haver and Cullen Landis.

The old stern wheelers which once
carried passengers, slaves and cotton
cargoes have practically disappeared
but their memory is stm vivid In
the colorful stories which abound on
the shores of one of the world's
mightiest trade routes. The only
boat now ,operating on thl,l river
which resembles thos used in 18.8
Is the "Ame,rlca," a sternwheel cot­
to

Why Cruze I the Fastest
, Produc r in Pictures Today

cure by the
motion picture company. Using sixty
year old photographs of "The Wild
Wagoner" as guld s, the "America"
was completely made over and today
floats upon the broad waterS' ot the
MI slsslppl bearing the name of Win­
field Scott, a vessel which was broken
up for scrap many years ago.

Difficulties Encountered
Filming "Fighting Coward"

IllS.. hi It hall born th n Ultl 0

"Magnolia:' the tltI ot the Booth
Tarkington stag success, from which
this picture was adapted, for more
than sev nty years.

Among the many southern man­
sions which wer examined with a
view to use In "Th Fighting Cow­
ard," the one finally s 1 cted was the
only one which as remained un­
changed by modern improvements or
urroundlngs. Situated on a bluff

about two mlles from Natchez and
over-lookln, the Mississippi river,
lagnolla remains today one of the

finest examples of southern architec­
ture bet~re the clvll war.

Several fine old mansions overlook­
Ing the river in Natchez or the vicin­
Ity have been spoiled for motion pic­
ture purposes by modernization or by
modern surroundings. One fine house
close to the river is sandwiched be­
tween saw-m1l1s and backed by rail­
roads.

Only the l\.ouse itself was used by
James Cru:te in producing "T h e
Fighting Coward." The splendid. gar­
dens of "Monmouth," another south­
ern mansloD at Natchez, were use
tor som of. h out door enes hi
the picture.

The featured players in the pro­
duction, which w1l1 be the feature at
the . . . . . . . . . . . .. Theatre on .....
. . . . .• are Ernest Torrence, Mary
Astor, Noah Beery, Phyllls Haver and
Cullen Landis.

Unexpected difficulties were e n­
countered by James Cruze In filming
scenes for "The Fighting Coward,"
his latest pl'oductlon for Paramount,
when the company arrived at Nat­
chez, Miss., owing to the fact that the
"father of waters" Is practically with­
out docks or wharves.

Although the Mississippi Is one of
the world's great trade arteries. noth­
Ing In the way of landing structures
can be built except at New Or~ans

and other very large centres. The
reason lies In the fact that the capri­
cious river chan gel! its level and Its
width with great frequency, sweeping
away or submerging landing strllC­
tures.

At one time landing fioats and
movable docks constructed of old
boats were tried but proved imprac­
ticable. River steamers today con­
tinue the old time custom of coming
alongside the bank and mooring fore
and aft. .

For certain scenes In "The Fighting
Coward," It was necessary to bulld
temporary structures close to the
shore 80 that the cameras could be
set up at the deal

You Might Say This Fellow
Made Money in "Wet Goodt;'

1

e pro­
are Ernest Torrence, Mary
oatt Beery. Phyllls Hav rand

Cullen Landis.
Booth Tarkington fs th author of

the story, "Magnolla~" from which
the picture was adapted.

a thoroughly
ca. t.

(Review o. 3)

Past-Masters in English,
But Short on Information

pr du tion or Paramount.
Fighting Coward," Jona8s0n

ondur d a sorles of In ults nd em·
barr sments during th tim his
ompany wa working on loc tlon In

MississippI. Onc, when h was ob­
BerY d 1 avlng hls'b droom with nls
make-up bo • he was arrested for
st allng, th alarm being raised by
a maid. Another time. when h n­
ter d the hotel elevator with whit
IU sts, th y left in a body and com­
plained to the hotel clerk on duty.
S veral m n threatened him with at­
tack when he sat down In a rocking
chair in the public lounge.

Only after the newspapers In the
town had pUblished a front-pag~

statement concerning Jonasson's
make-up as a negro was he able to
pas fr ely through the hotel.

Ernest Torrence, Mary Astor and
CUllen Landis have the principal roles
nl "The Fghtlng Coward," at the
.........Theatre next .

made. And he' done even more
with "The Fighting Coward."

cli- Yon'll get a good langh out of
the cene where one of the char­
acters engaO'e. another in a gamb­
ling game and relieve him of even
his loth .

Torr nee i at hi be t in the
character of Oen. Orlando Jack­

n, and II n Landi handle
the lading man' role to pede .
tion whil ·oah Beery give hi
usual excell nt p rformanc in a
heavy role. ary A t( and
Phylli Haver are well C8 "

h~ Newspapers

yers In the
t .......
.. Theatre,

with yes­
nee, Mary
IUs Haver

Press agents of seventy years ago
were masters of the dictionary but
singularly short of information, ac­
cording to James Cruze, who!le latest

i3iiii.iiotl~it:~~~~OD mo, ~'T h e
wore the Fighting Coward," comes to thene furnlsh- Theatre next .

JR. ruga and In search of JDformation concern­
nllOD were Ing the cabin lu'terlors of river steam-
old. Those boats In use on the Mississippi before
production the Civil War, Cruze Instituted re­

stume fitted 'learch work which brought to light
rfectly. The a number of advertisements and cir­
ring their culars Iss4ed by transportation com­

roved of in- panles. The printed matter was filled
every de- with meaningless superlatives such

ward" ab- as "unspeakably grand:' "floating
palaces:' "unbelievably gorgeous:'
"Incredible magnificence," and many
other phrases of like nature.

The most reliable Information was
secured from several faded photo­
graphs ot old river steamers made
sixty years ago by a photographer In
Natchez.

(Review

ames Cruze, th man who made
"The Covered Wagon," applies an
axiom to picture making which Is an

l:Isslsslppl river rec ntly. attribute common to all the world's
glit- In 1JUccesstnl executfv s.

, It Is the' law of "the early 5'tart."
Ing Coward," James Cruz latest othing Is permitted to interfere
production for Paramount, hundr d with this rule. According to a say­
of bal s of cotton were cur d on a ing current a,mong the members of
r ntal b sl Wh n the cotton was James Cruze's company, it is possible

. to set a watch by him. He starts
r turn d to the owner, It had absorb- work exactly at the time set as If
ed a great deal of moisture through he was operating a transcontinental
expo ure to the river air. Each bal train.
was found to weigh con Iderably ov l' The "early start" rule, combined

with cal'eful preparation for every
th u ual five lIundred pounds. A8 scene, bas mad Jam s Cruze one of
market prlc for otton bad ad- the QUickest and most efficient dlrec­
an d, the own r I' allzed s veral tors of th present day.

thousand dollars mor for his crop In filming scenes for "The Flght-
than be p cted. Ing Coward" his lat st Paramount

"Tbe Fighting Coward," adapt d production. 'he traveled over four
by Walter Woods from the stage thousand mn s to and trom location
play, "MagnOlia," by Booth Tarklng- in MississIppi and completed th pic-
ton, comes to the tur in a trifle under six weeks.
Theatre on Booth Tarkington wrote the story.

The f atur d play rs are Ern s and Ernest Torrence, Mary Astor,
Torrence. Mary Astor, Noah Be ry, Noah Beery. Phyllis Ha.ver and Cul-
Phyllfs Ha.ver and Cullen Landis. len Landis are featured.

The ghosts and ....11•• of seventy
ars ago cam f face when
ayers in Jam s C e".,lt Para-
ount production. Fighting
ward," entered a rn manllon
1\4188lsslppl and the inhabi-

nts cloth d and Ii aceordln&, to
e Ideall of pre-CI r days.
During filming of for "The
ghtlng Coward" em banks of
e Mi slsslppl rive .. Cruze,
e man who made The Covered
agon" and his co y received
Itatlons to spend evening In
anslon, which stOOd r the scene

operatlonl.
Upon arrival. they
Ing dl8covllry t

had ever been
tb the result that
8UUI')'~of~~",
1ft 1 . e
hlng of the flf
• the aervlce.

ery detail of th
ree quarters of a c

the members of t
mpany who were IQ
o their surroundlnll
ormation secured
nlng's entertainment
!mabie value In ma
1 of "The Fighting
utely correct..
Among the featured
ture, which opens n
.... at the ..• , •..•
a thus came face to f
day, are ErnMt To
tor, Noah Beery, P

Cullen Landis.
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GO-GET-'EM PAPER TO

INSE

"l/lt's Worth Bunnin

James Cruze's "T
~

lll'AT • ADVERTI ING. PRODUOTION. IIlTC.
O.e Col ..
Two Col 1'
••••Ie_e.t.ry (Two 001•••) (A.••• O.IT) • • .I,
T fte 01........ . .. .....•.....•......... .15

. r ..... Col-.. (A.••• 0a17) •.••...•••••••••• ..
FOR c; IllRAL IIlXPIiOITATIO

GILT·EDGED FJU.1IIJl:•• ISlae Us" I..) •. 1M
I ....rt C.rd. 04. lie I•• 10 at ....e) . • . • . . • ..
aeral", ~r tIIo...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....

....... ar M
...........,., e.t II... ,............... .11
.....II.,It:l' Plooto.. Ea.,.. ••••.•••••••••••••• .1.
TraU..no- ntl•••1 ..r.e. er'l'l..e

l:e W. 41tlo t., ew York CIQr
tuG So. W A.Ye" Cltl DL
917 o. 01...,. .... Loa de. ..•

T.rk I., .. Fr...,I._

All these advertising aids can be secured from your Exchange. Send list of
what yOli want, with check or money order.

NOTE :-The prices quoted below are base prices only. The more advertising you
b~, the less the individual advertising costs. Talk to your local Ad Sales Manager
about QUANTITY PRIOE OONOESSIONS. Owing to duty, additional tra.nsportation
charges, etc., the prices quoted below do not a.pply to Oanada.. Get Canadian Price
List ftom your Exchange.

Press Boola and Music Oues are gratis.

Price List For Advertising Material

ET OF EIGHT COLORED LOBBY C

For O.ldoor Ad".nl....
PO TEDS (•• lll..tratN o. t ..1a ....)

0.. .....t (I A ••• lB) .•••••.•••••••••••••.••11TIl.... ".et (3 ••• 0).................. All.as Ioeet (IA),............................ .71
....e.Qr-fo.r Ioeet (UA) .••••••••••••••.•• 2 ....

PHOTO. FOD YOUR LOBBY

s (lorN). . • . • • . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • •• .40
11 s 14 et of El.lot (ColorN) ••.••.•••••• .eo

For N .......~r A.••
A.DVEDTUING CUT'

Oa. Col... .....•. ••••••...• •••.•.••.•.•• .a,
lJ'wo ce&-.. ...••••..••........•.•.••..••• .as
••••leae.tarJ' (Two Col...).............. .:II

J

Ask your 10 al Ad ales Mana8er
about the new special propo ition
on 22 x 28 lobby card and frame I

.
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Put the picture over the top by
putting po ter over the town.
Here are r al busine s-getters/

WINDOW CARD

On the right is a reproduction of

the window card on "The Fighting

Coward."

COLORED LOBBY PHOTO~E

stores.

At 7c apiece-less in large quan­

titie -you'll surely want a lot of

them to distribute in your lo~al

The original is a beauty-strik­

ingly colored and a po itive eye­

--,.e~her.

.
It'. Worth Advertising"

e Fighting Coward"

ONQUER ALL THE FANS



Press Books and Music Cues are gratis.

MjlTS. ADVERTISING. PRODUcnOlf. IIlTO.
O.e Col_mu ..
T o Col 0 •••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• o ••10
appleme."r,. (Two Cola ) (Ad". 0.17). • .to
Th~e Colunl 0 •••• 0 • • • • • • • • • • • .IS
Foar Colu (A.d". 0alJ'} ••••••••••• o ••• , • ,IIi

FOR GfCNltflAL IllXPI.'OITATION
GILT-EDGED FBAMES. lIse U"......) .. 1M
I ....n Card. fl4" 1J8 I•• to at abo"e) 0 •• 0 • •• .lIIl5
Reralda, per tIloa..... • • • • • •• • • • • • •• • • • • • •• ....
WlJado... Card •...•.••..•••.•••.•.••.. 0 • • • • m
Au_oun.,,,lIIe.t Slide .•..••••••.•..••.....• .115
....bll.,lt7 Plloto.. E • .,h •••.••••••...•••..• .to
Tralle_Nntlo••1 .,ree. ervtee

128 'V••8th St•• Ne... York CIt7
fWl5 So. W.b..11 A._.. CIoI".... DL
BIT So. Olive S_t, Loa Au..el..., Cal.
2&" Turk St•• S•• Fr••.,I.eo

Ask your local Ad Sales Manager
about the new special proposition
on 22 x 28 lobby cards and frames!

.

One- heet·Poster lA

Price List For Advertising Material

For Outdoor Ad"ertl....
POSTERS (•• lIIa.tr.ted o. til.. p.p)

O.e h ..et (1 A a.d ID) 0 •• 0 " •• o••U5
Three Sh..et (3A a.d aD) .•••••..• 0 •••••• '0 ••

sax heet (8A),. 0 0.. 0' 0......... .TS
.....e.t}r-tour heet (24A) .••••.•.• 0 •••• 0 • " 1II.4O

PHOTO. FOR YOUR LOBBY

lie " 28 (Colored) 00 0............. .co
11 ,,1. et ot El.ht (Colored) •••••••••••• .fIO

For Ne....p ...er Ad.
ADVERTISING CUTS

O.e Colam. •••..•••••••.•••.••••••••••••• .3..
Il'wo Col.... ••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• .13
S...ple_e."r7 (Two COlu...) ..•••.•••• , • • • .:s

All these advertising aids can be secured from your Exchange. Send list of
.what y011 want, with check or money order.

NOTE :-The prices quoted below are base prices only. The more advertising you
buy, the less the individua.1 advertising costs. Talk to your local Ad Sales Manager
about QUANTITY PRICE CONCESSIONS. Owing to duty, additional transportation
cha.r~ etc., the prices quoted below do not a.pply to Cana.da. Get Canadian Price
List from your Exchange.

f;QNEST TOQQEtCE. MAttiASTOQ
OAH BEEill'

/

f



COLORED LOBBY PHOTO -E

WINDOW CARD

On the right is a reproduction of

the window card on "The Fighting

Coward."

The original is a beauty-strik­

ingly colored and a positive eye-

At 7c apiece--Iess in large quan­

tities-you'll surely want a lot of

them to distribute in your local

stores.

Put the picture over the top by
putting posters over the town.
Here are real business-getters!

. .

14" ,
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plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002 

National Audio-Visual Conservation Center 
The Library of Congress  


